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REPORT. 

♦  . . 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Authority  my  annual 
report  for  the  year  1897.  The  corrected  total  number  of  deaths 
after  making  the  corrections  at  the  foot  of  Table  A,  and  the 
distribution  after  the  correction  set  out  in  the  subjoined  table, 
is  148;  the  annual  death  rate  per  thousand  is  14*7,  and  that  for 
1896,  14’6.  The  total  deaths  and  annual  death  rates  for  the 
several  Registration  sub-districts,  after  distribution  of  the  deaths 
in  Public  Institutions,  are  as  follows  : 


Sub-District. 

Registered 

Deaths. 

Three 

Counties’ 

Asylum. 

Adden- 
brooke’s 
Hospital 
&  Hunts. 
Co. 

Hospital. 

Share 

of 

Work- 

house. 

Corrected 

Totals. 

Death 

Rate. 

Warboys . 

45 

1 

3 

49 

17*2 

Somersham 

49 

1 

2 

52 

15*1 

St.  Ives  . 

40 

2 

5 

47 

12*5 

Entire  District... 

134 

4 

10 

148 

14*7 

4 


Birth  Rate 


Zymotic  Death 
Rate 


Small  Pox 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  entire  district  is 
240,  equal  to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  23 ’9  per  thousand  living  ; 
and  in  the  several  sub-districts  they  are  as  follows  : 


W  arboys 

total  births 

83 

birth  rate 

29-1 

Somersharn 

75 

77 

21-8 

St.  Ives 

>7 

82 

77 

2P9 

Deaths  in  the  group  of  zymotic  disease  in  the  entire  district 
have  been  from  Diarrhoea  4;  Measles  3;  Diphtheria  1;  Total  8; 
equal  to  a  death  rate  from  these  diseases  of  0*79  per  thousand 
per  annum ;  and  in  the  several  sub-districts  they  are  as  follows ; 
Warboys  1*05  ;  Somersharn  1‘16  ;  8t.  Ives  0*26. 

Infantile  mortality  as  represented  by  the  ratio  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000  registered  births,  varied 
slightly  in  the  several  sub-districts,  in  Warboys  120,  in  Somersharn 
120,  in  St.  Ives  97. 

The  death  toll  maintains  the  normal  rate  as  regards  the  death 
rate  of  several  years  past,  except  the  unusual  year  1895.  There 
has  been  a  considerable  increase  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer  and 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  the  latter  probably  of  influenzal 
character. 

Influenza  has  caused  only  5  deaths. 

Phthisis  death  rate  is  0*59,  which  is  only  about  one  third  of 
the  average  of  England  and  Wales. 


DISEASE  INCIDENCE. 

Disease  of  ‘‘‘  Zymotic  ”  character  has  been  much  below  the 
average,  and  in  this  regard  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  congratulate 
the  Council  of  the  district  on  its  continued  immunity  from  an 
invasion  of  Small  Pox, 
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Only  five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  notified,  one  at 
Warboys;  three  in  one  household  in  Colne  Fen,  Somersham,  and 
one  at  Holywell.  The  cases  at  Colne  Fen  were  part  of  an 
epidemic  at  the  town  of  Chatteris  ;  the  case  at  Holywell  was 
imported  direct  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Liverpool.  The  source 
of  infection  of  the  case  at  Warboys  could  not  be  traced. 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified,  of  which  one 
proved  fatal.  One  case  at  Warboys  and  one  case  at  Fenton  were 
of  so  mild  a  character  as  not  to  call  for  any  special  remarks.  One 
case  at  Somiersham  was  probably  imported  from  Suffolk.  One 
case  at  Earith  was  notified  Oct.  13th,  and  proved  rapidly  fatal ; 
no  source  of  infection  could  be  traced. 

Five  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  have  been  notified.  The  earliest 
occurred  at  Fenstanton  during  the  middle  of  January  ;  inquiry 
failed  to  elicit  any  satisfactory  cause ;  the  water  supply  is  derived 
however  from  a  surface  well  very  near  the  Church  yard,  but  no 
interments  had  taken  place  for  three  years  in  this  part,  and  the 
drainage  system  is  by  no  means  the  worst  in  the  place.  The  second 
case  notified  was  at  Hemingford  Abbots  in  March,  but  after  removal 
to  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  the  case  was  diagnosed  as  a 
case  of  Ulcerative  Endocarditis  and  so  proved  after  death,  where¬ 
upon  the  original  notification  was  subsequently  withdrawn.  A 
case  at  Hemingford  Grey  notified  in  August  was  also  of  doubtful 
character  ;  no  very  bad  sanitary  conditions  were  discoverable^ 
Two  cases  occurred  at  Somersham  in  April  and  May  respectively; 
in  one  of  these  cases  there  was  a  curious  history  of  the  affected 
child  and  another  of  the  household  becoming  ill  after  eating  raw 
wheat  grains  ;  one  of  the  children  had  symptoms  of  enteritis  and 
rapidly  recovered  ;  it  is  of  course  possible  that  the  wheat  sacks 
may  have  become  specifically  infected  ;  in  the  other  case  bad 
sanitary  conditions  were  discoverable  and  the  water  supply  was 
also  found  to  be  polluted. 

Measles  prevailed  at  Bury,  Fenstanton,  Woodhurst  and 
Warboys,  and  involved  school  closure  during  the  period  of  the 
epidemics. 


Scarlatina 


Diphtheria 


Typhoid  Fever 


Measles 
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Although  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  light 
during  the  past  year  ;  such  a  happy  condition  of  things  cannot  be 
always  expected.  I  venture  therefore  to  express  a  hope  that  the 
negotiations  with  the  adjacent  Sanitary  Districts  as  to  the 
establishment  of  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  may  be  renewed 
during  the  current  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

At  Fenstanton,  the  water  from  the  public  well  on  the  margin 
Water  Supply  poiid,  haviiig  been  found  to  be  contaminated,  an  order  was 

obtained  from  the  magistrates  for  its  closure.  An  exploration  was 
made,  and  it  was  found  that  the  brickwork  of  the  well  had  been 
disturbed  when  the  posts  for  the  new  fence  to  the  pond  were  put 
down,  and  had  apparently  allowed  percolation  of  pond  water  into 
the  well  ;  the  brickwork  was  repaired,  and  the  well  puddled  with 
clay.  Sometime  after  these  operations  the  well  was  pumped  dry, 
and  the  fresh  water  submitted  for  analysis,  and  found  to  be  quite 
pure  and  tit  for  drinking  purposes,  whereupon  the  magistrates 
rescinded  their  former  order,  and  allowed  the  pump  to  be  re¬ 
opened. 

In  addition  to  those  cottages  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s 
report  as  having  been  supplied  with  water  from  the  East  Hunts. 
Co’s,  main,  six  other  cottages  have  been  supplied  from  the  same 
source  during  the  year  under  review. 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  Warboys,  I  may  advert 
to  my  report  for  the  year  1896.  The  Committee  there  mentioned 
as  having  been  appointed,  initiated  a  system  of  inspections,  which 
were  continued  during  the  current  year.  The  results  of  these 
analyses  and  those  of  the  previous  year  were  made  the  subject  of  a 
special  report,  wherein  I  state  that  it  would  appear  that  a  good 
and  safe  potable  water  is  scarcely  obtainable  in  Warboys  ;  I 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  Council  would  ask  the  Committee 
appointed  ISiov,  4th,  1896,  to  formulate  some  scheme  of  improve- 
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ment  ;  since  then  the  public  reservoir  at  Warboys  has  been 
thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  fenced,  and  a  fresh  gravel  strainer 
interposed  between  the  reservoir  and  the  pump. 

The  new  pump,  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  as  having 
been  fixed  by  order  of  the  Council  at  Woodhurst,  has  not  proved 
of  the  value  expected  on  account  of  the  unusual  dryness  of  the 
season,  but  I  think  in  average  years  it  may  be  relied  upon  as  a 
source  of  supply. 

At  Wistow,  during  the  dry  weather,  in  order  to  avoid  waste 
of  water,  the  pump  was  locked  and  water  supplied  twice  daily  by 
a  man  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

At  Hilton,  by  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Wright  Ingle,  a  well  has 
been  dug,  and  a  pump  erected  for  the  use  of  the  village,  in 
commemoration  of  the  Queen’s  Great  Jubilee. 

Besides  the  Warboys  samples,  three  samples  of  water  have 
been  analysed,  two  from  Fenstanton,  and  one  from  Somersham  ; 
two  of  these  were  found  to  be  polluted. 

The  following  parish  pumps  have  been  repaired,  viz  :  at 
Broughton  1,  Colne  1,  Earith  2,  Fenstanton  2,  Pidley  1, 
Somersham  1,  Warboys  3,  W^istow  2. 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  scheme  for  the  improved  drainage  of  the  village  of 
Fenstanton,  mentioned  in  the  body  of  my  report  for  the  year  1896 
and  in  the  appendix  to  the  same,  has  been  advanced  a  stage  by  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  members  of  the 
District  and  Parish  Councils  respectively,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  general  plan  of  drainage,  which  1  had  ventured  to  suggest  in 
my  special  report.  Several  conferences  have  been  held  in  regard 
to  the  matter  and  finally  an  engineer  has  been  appointed  and 
estimates  prepared  and  accepted,  and  the  work  will  proceed  in 
due  course. 


Sanitary 

Improvements 
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Overcrowding 

etc. 


Fourteen  street  gulleys  were  cleaned  out  and  disinfected 
under  my  direction  at  the  instance  of  the  Joint  Committee. 

In  one  special  instance,  drains  on  private  property  which 
were  found  connected  with  the  sewer  without  an  intercepting  trap 
have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

In  several  instances  the  midden  pits  have  been  filled  up  and 
pail  closets  substituted. 

A  complaint  to  the  District  Council  was  made  by  the  Parish 
Council  of  Needingworth  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  public  sewer 
at  the  St.  Ives  end  of  the  village,  where  several  new  houses  have 
been  erected.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  inspect  and  report 
and  on  their  report  an  order  was  given  to  extend  the  sewer  120 
yards  with  9-inch  glazed  socketted  earthenware  pipes. 

At  Earith  the  sewer  at  the  end  of  the  village  has  been 
improved  by  putting  in  a  cesspool  covered  with  slabs  and  a 
siphon  trap,  etc. 


SUNDRIES. 

A  case  of  overcrowding  at  Old  Hurst  has  been  satisfactorily 
abated  by  the  removal  of  several  members  of  the  family. 

At  Old  Harst  the  house  reported  last  year  has  been  again 
cleansed. 

At  Fenstanton  a  house  unfit  for  human  habitation  has  been 
voluntarily  closed  by  the  owner  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances. 

The  tables  of  vital  statistics,  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’ 
record  of  work,  are  placed  in  the  appendix. 


BUSHELL  ANNINGSON. 


coa'9ex*>e^  J^uraf  ©ounoif. 
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I  HAVE  the  honour  to  present  to  the  Authority  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1897. 

The  corrected  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year,  after  Death  Kate 
making  the  corrections  at  the  foot  of  Table  A,  and  the  distribution 
in  the  subjoined  Table,  is  29;  the  annual  death  rate  per  thousand 
is  lO’O,  and  that  for  1896,  13’6.  The  total  deaths  and  annual  death 
rate  for  this  Registration  sub-district,  after  distribution  of  the 
deaths  in  Public  Institutions,  are  as  follows  : 


Registration 

Sub-District. 

Registered 

Deaths. 

Cambs. 

Asylum. 

Adden- 
brooke’s 
Hospital 
&  Hunts. 
Co. 

Hospital. 

Share 

of 

Work- 

house. 

Corrected 

Total. 

Death 

Rate. 

Swavesey 

26 

3 

29 

10*0 

and  when  compared  with,  those  in  the  corresponding  Table  in  the 
St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council  lleport,  show  a  decline  correspond¬ 
ing  to  that  of  the  other  sub-districts  in  the  registration  area. 


The  totid  nuniber  of  births  registered  in  the  district  is  47,  Rate 
equal  to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  16*0  per  thousand  living. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  in  the  group  of  zymotic  disease 
in  the  district. 
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Infantile 

Mortality. 


Scarlatina. 


There  is  an  increase  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs,  probably  due  to  influenza  prevalence,  and  an  increase  in 
the  deaths  from  Phthisis,  and  a  decrease  in  the  deaths  from  Cancer* 

Infantile  mortality,  as  represented  by  the  ratio  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000  registered  births,  is  85, 
which  is  a  slight  increase  on  that  of  last  year. 


DISEASE  INCIDENCE. 

I  have  to  congratulate  the  Council  on  its  immunity  during 
the  year  from  zymotic  disease  ;  only  two  cases  of  Scarlatina  have 
been  notified  ;  both  occurred  at  Swavesey  in  August.  The  first 
case  was  that  of  a  child,  who  on  enquiry  was  found  to  have 
associated  with  the  children  of  a  family  recently  come  from 
London  on  a  visit  and  reported  to  have  had  illness  among  them 
of  a  scarlatinal  character.  Inquiry  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  district,  whence  they  came,  elicited  the  fact  that 
one  member  of  the  family  had  been  discharged  after  an  attack 
of  Scarlet  Lever  from  an  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  in  his 
district  ;  this  child  was  not  however  the  one  who  brought  the 
infection  to  Swavesey,  but  another  child  of  the  family,  who  had 
had  such  a  mild  attack  of  the  disease  as  to  have  escaped  notice 
and  had  had  consequently  no  Medical  Attendant.  The  second 
case  may  have  contracted  the  disease  from  the  same  source 
or  from  a  house  in  Cambridge  visited  by  her,  whence  a  case  of 
Scarlet  Fever  was  moved  into  the  Isolation  Hospital  of  that  town 
the  day  after  her  departure. 

I'he  measures  adopted  for  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the 
disease  were  happily  successful  and  no  further  case  occurred. 

Measles  have  been  epidemic  at  Over,  and  Whooping  Cough 

at  Fen  Drayton,  and  necessitated  the  closure  of  the  schools. 
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Althougli  the  incidence  of  Infections  Disease  has  been  light 
during  the  past  year  ;  such  a  happy  condition  of  things  cannot 
be  always  expected.  I  venture  therefore  to  express  a  hope  that 
the  negotiations  with  the  adjacent  Sanitary  Districts  as  to  the 
establishment  of  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  may  be  renewed 
during  the  current  year. 


SANITARY  CONSIDERATIONS. 

In  this  small  district  much  Sanitary  work  of  any  magni¬ 
tude  can  scarcely  be  expected. 

At  the  beginning  of  May  a  stoppage  occurred  in  that  section  of 
the  water  main  at  Swavesey  between  the  public  pump  near  Mr. 
Carter’s  gate  and  the  distal  end  of  the  system.  I  paid  several 
visits  to  the  spot  where  I  met  members  of  the  District  Council  and 
others  ;  having  ascertained  as  nearly  as  possible  the  probable  site 
of  the  blockage,  an  exploration  was  made  and  the  pipes  exposed  and 
examined  ;  one  or  two  lengths  of  the  main,  which  is  composed  of 
glazed  earthenware  pipes  were  removed  and  found  to  be  choked  by 
vegetable  fibre,  caused  by  the  penetration  by  tree  rootlets  of  the 
clay  caulking  of  the  joints.  This  sort  of  accident  I  believe  is  not 
unusual  with  this  kind  of  caulking  and  I  accordingly  recommended 
the  Council  that,  whenever  occasion  permitted,  cement  should  be 
substituted  for  the  clay.  The  pipes  were  re-instated  and  the  water 
service  satisfactorily  re-established. 

At  Lolworth,  a  well  supplying  water  to  four  cottages  having 
failed  during  the  dry  season,  the  owners  were  requested  to  make 
better  provisions  which  they  did  by  deepening  the  well. 

Parish  pumps  have  been  repaired  at  Fendrayton  1, 
Lolworth  1,  Swavesey  3,  Over  1. 


Sanitary 

Consideration 
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SUNDRIES. 

A  case  of  overcrowding  at  Over  has  been  satisfactorily  abated 
by  the  removal  of  some  of  the  family. 

The  tables  of  vital  statistics,  and  the  Inspection  of  Nuisances’ 
record  of  work,  are  placed  in  the  appendix. 


BUSHELL  ANNINGSON. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


For  the  St.  Ives  Rural  District  Council 

OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED  IN  THE 

YEAR  1897. 


Complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  ...  103 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  279 

Re-Inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ...  ...  50 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  reported  and  abated  ...  .  .  1 


Dwellings  Disinfected  after  illness  of  an  infectious  character  6 

House  Drains  repaired,  cleaned,  trapped,  &c.  ...  ...  32 

Privies,  &c.,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Offensive  Ditches  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unwholesome  Waters,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal  and  other 

refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Swine  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Parish  Pumps  repaired  and  Ponds  cleaned  out  ...  ...  13 

(Signed), 

J.  ARCHER, 


Inspector. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  ist  August,  1890.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  District. 

t  No  reliable  estimate  as  to  population,  1897,  can  be  made» 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


For  Swavesey  Rural  District  Council, 

OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED  IN  THE 

YEAR  1897, 


Complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  68 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  inspected  ...  ...  ...  126 

Re-inspecticn  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ...  ...  25 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  reported  and  abated  ...  ...  1 


Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  character  2 


House  Drains  repaired,  cleaned,  trapped,  &c.  ...  ...  15 

Privies,  &c.,  repaired  ...  ...  *..  ...  31 

Offensive  Ditches  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unwholesome  Waters,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  0 

Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water,  Animal  and  other 

refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Swine  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  4 

Parish  Pumps  repaired  and  Ponds  cleaned  out  ..  ...  6 


(Signed), 

J.  ARCHER, 


Inspector. 
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in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Swavesey ;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 
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Note,— “ Notification  of  Infectious  Disease”  has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  1st  August,  1890.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  District. 

d  No  reliable  estimate  as  to  population,  1897,  can  be  made^ 


